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TO THE LORD LIEUTENANT. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

P URSUANT to the Act of 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106, for the Protection of the Irish 
Fisheries, we have the honour to submit this our Second Annual Report. 

In our First Report, we alluded to the principle of the Act being that of the 
least possible Government interference. 

We most readily adopted that principle, being fully impressed with the con- 
viction that it was the only one by which there could be a chance of the 
Fisheries being established on a basis of permanent progressive improvement. 

We cannot conceal, however, that disappointment has been created in the 
minds of many who were anxious for, or felt an interest in, the promotion of the 
Irish Fisheries, that a much more general direction and management, accom- 
panied by more detailed regulations, was not undertaken by the Fishery 
Board. 

If we felt the propriety of avoiding, as far as possible, minute regulation, we 
were still much more deeply impressed with the impolicy of a contrary course, 
when the demand for rules and bye-laws involved restrictions on the free modes 
of taking fish by any engines or devices in the open sea. 

We have been frequently urged to restrain particular modes of fishing, on the 
plea of their being injurious, whereas, in general, it was their effective results 
and novelty that occasioned the complaints against them ; the objections 
chiefly arising from the competing interests of persons or communities, who 
had habitually pursued different and probably inferior systems ; and occasionally 
originating in some old-established prejudices or assumed peculiar rights. 

These positions will be further explained, and we trust the propriety of the 
view we took justified, in reporting on some particulars of our proceedings. 

We wish the reasons for the extent to which we .have declined interference 
to be understood, because it is one which has drawn upon us some remonstrances, 
and in which our proceedings seem not to be approved of by many bodies of 
persons engaged in the Fisheries, and by many most respectable as well as in- 
fluential personages. 

As an instance of what has been required of us, may be given an application 
from a body of gentlemen on a part of the coast, who formed a society for the 
meritorious object of preserving order, and assisting the Fisheries ,of the, neigh- 
bourhood by local encouragement and regulations. 

The desire of the society was, that we should send down some person eon- 
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nected with our office to co-operate, advise, and assist in their general arrange- 
ments. 

"We declined to comply with this request, because we considered that gentle- 
men resident on the spot would be far better judges of what would be necessary, 
than any officer of ours could be : there could be no difficulty in understanding 
the law, which is precise, or if otherwise, it is seldom that we, or oui officers 
can venture to interpret it ; and such a proceeding would lead to a degree of 
Government interference and responsibility, that we neither considered politic 
nor in compliance with the purport of the Act. 

Such a precedent, also, being established would of course have led to similar 
applications from other quarters, and the Government would have found itself 
involved in the responsibility, and the employment, perhaps, of all the local 
arrangements and details of the Fisheries. 

To carry our views into effect, we have had occasion to propose to the 
Treasury, as yet, the addition of only one person to our establishment for Sea 
Fishery ; nor have we required, up to this time, to call for more than occasional 
assistance in the clerks’ and accountants’ offices, on account of the business 
incurred for this service. 

The working of the Fishery Act may be divided into two distinct branches — 

1 . That of the Open Sea. 

2. That of the Interior, being almost exclusively for the Salmon ; and 

embracing in its regulation certain proceedings chiefly connected with 
fixed nets along the coasts and near the mouths of rivers. 



The Sea Fisheries. 

The first matter in importance, as regards the Sea Fishery in particular, 
and first for regulation, was the registry of all vessels engaged in the occu- 
pation. 

This was a work of some difficulty and delicacy, particularly as those in remote 
districts, and of the poorer and less enlightened class, if not absolutely averse, 
Were, as might be expected, negligent in conforming to a regulation from which 
they could perceive no advantage whatever accruing to themselves ; on the 
contrary, there was some little trouble and expense in having their boats, sails, 
&c. marked as required by the Act, and in addition a small fee to pay for the 
registration ticket : to relieve them in the latter, the maximum fee of 1 s. was 
only required for first-class vessels, and for others it was reduced to 3 d. 

This valuable provision could never have been carried into effect but through 
the agency of the Coast Guard, who have a minute chain of posts all round the 
coast of Ireland : and it is but justice to that department to report, that, under 
the immediate direction of the Inspector-general, Sir James Dombrain, they 
have zealously co-operated in this as well as in other matters to which their 
attention has been called, and, in some essential proceedings, have rendered 
■and are continuing to render most important assistance. 

The registry is in many particulars an operation of great interest : it faci- 
litates the preservation of order, and the detection of crews who may he guilty 
of outrages, among the fishing fleets ; it affords valuable statistical information, 
and is in accordance with the intimate knowledge which it is desirable the 
Customs’ department should possess of all vessels frequenting the coasts. 
We annex a map of the coast, showing the districts into which it is divided for 
the purposes of registration ; and the Appendix contains a return of the registry 
up to this time. 

We cannot affirm that it comprehends a perfectly full account, but it is sur- 
prising that it could approach accuracy so near as we feel assured that it does, 
under the difficulties attendant upon effecting it; one circumstance may be 
relied on, that, though there may be, and we are quite aware is, some deficiency, 
it cannot possibly give an account in excess. 

We have a great satisfaction in recording, that although this measure had to 
be enforced on a large, and to a degree, reluctant population, many of them 
poor and ignorant, yet by the zeal and forbearance of the Coast Guard, under 
instructions, it has -been effected more by persuasion and perseverance than by 

coercion. 
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coercion, of which a very little indeed has been found necessary ; and we can- 
not but give these poor people themselves much credit for yielding so readily 
to what has been required of them. 

Such statistical information as could conveniently be collected has been embo- 
died in this return ; and from it some interesting facts may be drawn, as to the 
state of the Sea Fisheries now* as compared with that of other periods. 

It appears by the Tenth and last Report of the late Fishery Board, that, up 
to 1830, the establishment of boats and men upon the coast of Ireland, which 
had been for some years progressively advancing under the stimulating effects . 
of encouragement of various kinds, chiefly bounties and loans, was returned 
by the local inspectors at 13,119 vessels of all sorts, which employed 64,771 
persons in the various departments of fishing, curing, packing, &c. 

The extreme depression produced by the sudden withdrawal of this stimulus 
was seriously felt for some succeeding years : in 1836 the returns furnished by 
the Coast Guard officers to the Commissioners of Inquiry into the State of the 
Irish Fisheries (perhaps not made up with great accuracy), exhibited a reduc- 
tion of the establishment to 10,761 vessels, employing 54,119 persons. 

At neither period was there any fee payable on the registry, while at the first 
there existed every inducement to be registered ; for no boat of any description 
but what stood on the books was entitled to the slightest aid, and hence it may 
be fairly supposed that the numbers were not understated. 

Our present returns show a gross establishment of 15,935 vessels of ail 
descriptions, the aggregate of whose crews amounts to 7 3,979. Among these 
are not included any of those persons incidentally employed in the various 
departments of curing, &c. ; and thus we have an increase of 2,816 vessels, 
9,208 men, over 1830 ; and of 5,174 vessels, 19,860 men, over the establish- 
ment of 1836. 

It is not to be supposed that much of this increase is to be attributed to the 
effect of the new Act of Parliament, nor is it even to be hoped that it should 
be ; for, as the object of this Act was to afford facilities for carrying on the 
Fisheries, or rather to remove impediments against them, and not for providing 
stimulants, the beneficial improvement that was to be looked for was one that 
would be gradual. Any sudden rush into the business, from a vague notion 
that the new enactments were immediately to lead to its prosperity, would 
probably bring much disappointment. 

It is to be observed that, notwithstanding the general increase, the proportion 
of first-class vessels seems 'to have diminished. In 1830, the number of sail- 
boats, cf different kinds, was 3,597; of row-boats, 9,522. In 1836, the sail- 
boats numbered 2,897, the row-boats 7,864 ; while the present account gives 
of first-class boats 1,887, and of second 14,048. Something, perhaps, in different 
modes of classification, may account for part of this apparent diminution of the 
large class, and in 1830 there was a bounty on tonnage ; but there is, no doubt, 
some reality in it. 

This is not perhaps a very desirable result, and it is to be hoped will not 
continue, since several establishments of the larger class (some of them of 
recent introduction) show good signs of proving remunerative*. 

= At the same time it is not so indicative of a depression in the business as 
might he supposed, since many successful and improved modes of fishing, with 
the smaller means, have been introduced or much increased of late years. 

- One leading desideratum for the improvement of the Irish Fisheries, namely, 
the want of markets, is in course of progressively being removed by the 
increasing establishment of steam-vessels, which make periodical voyages 
between different towns on the coasts and the principal cities, and thus afford 
a great facility for the transport of fresh fish to the best markets. This advan- 
tage is not yet enjoyed on the west or south-west coast. 

Also, since 1830 the markets have been greatly opened by the construction 
of roads from the coasts in remote parts, particularly in the west, where strings 
of carts with fish are now to be met, during the seasons, where none could pass 
before. 

Two 



* An interesting account of the progress of a new Fishery establishment in the neighbourhood of 
Waterford will be found in Appendix, No. 3, Copy of a Letter from Mr. Strangman. 
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- Two- accessories might still be added of very great value. 

One of them, the establishment or improvement of small piers and quays 
and places of shelter ; and there are many which could be made available and 
most' valuable for a comparatively small outlay. ... ,. 

The other, the further increase or improvement of roads, from the landing 
■nl nops; on the coasts in remote situations to the interior. « 

? Tt. • s submitted, that, for any general extension of assistance to the Fisheries, 
the promotion^ these wo objects would be far preferable to any attempts at 
fcect peZkt? aid to the trade itself, or interference by expensive local per- 

of the business of a fisherman is severely and perhaps 

^tohrammu^ty^Ts^sually only one distinct mode and distinct period of 
MW to depend upon. If the seasons be unfavourable or the supply fails, 
the greatest distress is experienced among those whose livelihood depends upon 

th &ich haTbeen the case in a great degree on parts of the west coiat during 
the late year, owing to a failure of the herrings ; while the supply of white fish 
has seldom been more abundant, as proved on the south, where it is actively 

PU Thisis an evil out of the reach of direct legislation, but might he partially 
relieved by the more general introduction of the system of allotting small por- 
tions of garden and potato ground to the cottages of fishermen. 

It is where such is not the case, and that the fishermen and their families 
are congregated in villages, that the distress is always most s ® Te ro- 
■ But its entire alleviation, and a sound basis for raising the Fishery in any 
locality to a profitable business for tbe advantage of all concerned in it, must 
be looked for chiefly to the extension of the facilities for affording shelter on 
the coasts to the vessels engaged in it, and easy means of transport to good 

Many instances of recent experience tend to show that where such facilities 
exist, capital (and it is not wanted in very large amounts) wiR-produce very 
good profits in this business, which would no doubt be soon perceived, and this 
second want supplied; and would, as a natural consequence, lead to the aban- 
donment of injudicious expedients in the Fisheries, and the adoption ot the 

most advantageous and profitable means. _ ... , . 

- The fishermen would then find that a more certain and better livelihood is 
•to be obtained for themselves and families by working with superior means 
for the capitalist, than by their present independent poor and insufficient 

The following are among the particular matters, regarding the Sea fisheries, 
that have come under our consideration during the year : 



Daylight Fishery. 

, By the 7th section of the Act, the usual prohibition against fishing with nets 
in the sea by day is enjoined, and in some measure its operation presses some- 
what severely on many of the fishermen on the coast of Ireland, who have not 
a superior class of vessel, but is usually admitted to be a regulation of conse- 
quence. 

It has been, however, construed to include seme nets, even those drawn on. 
to the shore. As this would interfere with a great deal of very useful business, 
catching bait, &c., and cannot possibly affect the object for which the provi- 
sion was made, it would seem to be advisable to take an early opportunity of 
removing doubts by distinctly exempting that mode of fishing from the opera- 
tion of the clause. 



The Herring Fishery. 

■ The Herring Fishery, on which a. considerable amount of the fishing com- 
munities depend, particularly on the west coast, is unfortunately very pre- 
carious ; a bad season, like the last, for instance, leads to very great distress. 
It is tbe more to be regretted that this should be the case, as the herring is one 

of 
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of the most useful species that can he taken : it is a cheap article, easily pro- 
cured, and may be called a poor man’s food; and we hare reason to believe that 
the supply never exceeds the demand. 

Trawling and Trammel Nets. 

We have still had occasion to. resist the opposition to trawling and trammel 
nets ; but the applications against them are much less frequent, arising from a 
wearing away, in consequence of the discussions that have taken place, of the 
impressions against them, even in the minds of the fishermen themselves, and 
from a growing experience that they are a really valuable resource, and do not 
effect the injuries imputed to them. 

To show how far prejudice against a novelty may be carried, we received the 
most pressing remonstrances from the fishermen in the Bay of Galway, because 
a single yacht had occasionally fished with a trawl in those extensive waters ; 
drawing an inference that because the ordinary fishing season happened to be 
bad during the year of the introduction of this trawl, that the evil was created 
by it. 

We hope to see these modes increased, with every confidence that it would 
be attended with the same success as in other countries, where experience 
proves them to be advantageous to the Undertakers, and in no degree injurious 
to the breed of fish. 

We have thought it right however to apply limits to the trawling, in some 
cases, on application, confining it in bays to the open outer parts ; so that the 
numerous class of the poorer fishermen, with small boats, who cannot go far 
from land, or to the open sea, may follow their business Without the risk of 
having their lines carried away by the trawls, a frequent cause of ill blood in' 
this country. 

Oyster Fisheries. 

We have been called on by memorial from persons in the vicinity of Lough 
Foyle, county Derry, to publish a bye-law for the better regulation of the 
Oyster Fishery. It appears by the report of our inspector that the beds have 
been over-dredged to supply the great demand for export. The bad practice 
also exists there, as in many other places, of not immediately throwing over- 
board the small unsizable fish taken up by the dredge. The consequence of all 
which is, that the beds are so exhausted that they ought not to be fished for a 
few years ; but as such a prohibition would be injurious to a numerous class of 
poor persons living by this fishery, it will probably be better to lengthen the 
close season fixed by the Act of Parliament. With respect to returning the 
unsizable oysters to the beds, we doubt if the powers given by the Fishery Act 
would enable us to publish a bye-law to enforce such a regulation, if it should 
be considered advisable so to do. 

In some parts of Ireland disputes have arisen as to the property in oyster- 
beds below low-water mark, and in some cases, it is stated, in deep water. The 
11th and 12 th sections of the Fishery Act protect oyster-beds exclusively the pro- 
perty of private individuals. If it was intended to apply this protection to only 
artificial beds, or layings above low water, and to such others as had long since 
been specially granted by the Crown, where lying below low-water mark,, 
it would appear desirable that any doubt which may have arisen from the 
wording of the section in question should be removed. 5 



In our First Report we adverted to the difficulties and inconvenieneies 
attendant upon the system of paying and accounting for the portions of 
fines awarded to this Board under the 5 & 6 Yict. c. 106, and offered some 
suggestions on the subject. By the 39th section of an Act passed in the last 
Session (6 & 7 Viet. c. 56), the 107th section of the Fishery Act has been 
repealed, and the clerks of petty sessions have been relieved from the obligation 
of furnishing returns every quarter to this Board ; but the proportions of 'fines 
are still received by the Board through the local officers of the constabulary 
force, which are accounted for with other fines to the Chief Remembrancer by 
502. a 3 that 
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that department. The total amount received by the Commissioners under this 
head in the year ending the 31st December 1843, was no more than 38 1. 5 s. 1 A., 
as will appear by the Account, No. 4,. in the Appendix annexed to this 
Report. No means, however, exist in this department whereby the accuracy of 
the account could be checked. 



Salmon Fisheries. 

These Fisheries have been undergoing a change and settlement, the result of 
which, even where all the provisions of the Act are complied with, cannot be 
expected to be determined for some time to come. More difficulty is experienced 
in framing and carrying out the various rules and regulations for their pro- 
tection than with those of the Coast Fishery, inasmuch as private rights are 
mixed up with those of the public, and in securing the perfect exercise of the 
latter, much care is required to prevent any injury unnecessarily to individual 
interests. 

The knowledge and use of efficient means of fishing are increasing generally 
in the bays and estuaries; and where the opening of fishing weirs and 
passages at mill-dams required by the Act are enforced, together with the 
Sunday cessation from fishing, it is hoped that the interests of the proprietors, 
in the interior, will he greatly benefited by allowing them an opportunity of 
taking the seasonable fish ; thereby affording an incentive to all parties to 
protect the breeding fish and fry in the close season, and on their migration to 
the sea. 

Close Seasons . — The most important matters we have had to consider, in 
connexion with this subject, have been the applications to alter the close 
season specified in the Act, and to appoint others to suit particular localities, 
and also the applications to define the mouths of rivers (for the purpose of the 
Fishery Act only), by which limits are fixed for the use of stake and draught 
nets. 

With respect to the alteration of the close season, for which purpose we have 
received very numerous applications, we have uniformly declined any inter- 
ference, until that period fixed by the Act, from 20th August to 12th February, 
shall have had a fair trial of one season. The Commissioners are authorized to 
vary this time, where it shall be found necessary to do so, provided that, what- 
ever periods may be settled for particular localities, the close season shall never 
consist of less than 124 days. The question is one full of difficulties, and likely 
to be attended with embarrassing inquiries, but in the course of our duty, we 
shall enter at an early period on the investigations. It will be most desirable 
if any satisfactory modifications of the close season can be devised, so as to afford 
partial relief to the interests of parties of both extremes, viz., those who wish 
for a lengthened autumn fishery, thereby extending the close season in the 
spring, and those who seek to commence fishing before the month of February, 
and who have no objection to the autumn fishing being cut short. If uniformity 
of seasons be abandoned, and different close times be appointed for various rivers, 
particularly those emptying into the same bays or estuaries, the law becomes 
complicated, and very difficult to enforce in the prevention of poaching, and 
impracticable, as to punishing persons exposing for sale or having in their 
possession unseasonable fish. 

Definition of Mouths of Rivers . — The following rivers have had their mouths 
defined, on application being made by parties interested therein, viz. : 

1 . The Owen-o-Varragh, in the county of Wexford. 

2. The Liffey, in the county of Dublin. 

3. The Laune and Currane, in the county of Kerry. 

4. The Foyle and Bann, in the county of Londonderry. 

5. The Delphi, otherwise Bundorragha, in the county of Mayo. 

And 6. The conjoined rivers Suir, Nore, and Barrow, in the counties of 
Waterford and Wexford. 

In the case of the rivers Suir, Nore, and Barrow, an objection was raised, on 
the part of the proprietor of the fishery at Passage, to the definition proposed 
by the Board, and some doubts were entertained as to the power vested in us. 
We held a meeting, and being assisted with the advice of an assessor, counsel 

was 
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was lieard on the case, but no sufficient grounds were shown for altering the 
limits originally laid down. 

Sizes of Meshes . — Many other matters of minor importance have been 
brought under our notice, and we have been pressed by parties who were 
ignorant of the size of the meshes of salmon-nets being fixed by the Act of 
Parliament, to allow smaller-sized meshes to be used ; some pleading that the 
white trout, to be found in great numbers on the coast and in the rivers of 
Ireland, and some other descriptions of fish, cannot be taken with the present 
sized mesh ; others stating that even for salmon of the small size the mesh 
fixed by law, viz. 2 & inches from knot to knot, is too small ; however, if these 
statements should be borne out, it is only by an amendment of the Act that 
the size can be altered. 

Legality of Stake and Fixed Weirs . — The question of the legality of stake 
and fixed weirs has caused disputes and litigation in some localities. The Act 
permits the use of these efficient engines, under certain restrictions, along the 
coast and in wide bays and estuaries, but prohibits their use in any place less 
than three-quarters of a mile in width at low water ; saving from such 
prohibition, by the 23d section, any stake-nets which have been established in 
such place for 20 years and upwards ; and also by the 24th section, those 
which have been established within the limits of several fisheries for 10 years 
and upwards. 

Under the assumed protection of these sections of the Act, weirs have in 
some instances been continued in situations where there are reasons to doubt 
their being legally entitled to the exemption ; and in other cases weirs or fixed 
nets have been erected either in ignorance or evasion of the law, from both of 
which serious disputes have arisen. 

In some of these cases where application has been made to us, the parties 
have, after an examination of the locality, and impartial explanation of the 
bearing of the Act, by an officer of this Board, voluntarily removed the illegal 
erections, and otherwise complied with the law, whereby the disputes were 
terminated ; and other modes of fishing being adopted, we are informed that 
little if any loss has been sustained by the weir owners, whilst the persons in 
the interior have derived some advantages which encourage them in the pro- 
tection of the breeding, fish. In .other instances, however, the parties erecting 
the weirs have been less ready to give up the advantages they derived from 
their use ; and after an examination into the circumstances, we deemed it our 
duty, in one case, where there were extensive public Fisheries affected, and 
formidable breaches of the peace apprehended, to bring the matter under the 
* consideration of the Government, by whom prosecutions were instituted before 
the proper local authorities. In the county, at one side of the river, convictions 
were obtained at the, Petty Sessions. Court, and confirmed, on appeal, at the 
Quarter Sessions. In the county, on the other side of the river, the complaint 
of the Crown was dismissed at Petty Sessions Court, and the dismissal affirmed 
at the Quarter Sessions (contrary, however, to the opinion of the Assistant 
Barrister), although the nature of the offence was the same, and the case was 
argued and defended by the same counsel in both counties. 

Notwithstanding the convictions obtained, the illegal weirs were again erected 
this year, and the result has been that great discontent and dissatisfaction have 
been created ; and we understand that the fishermen have recently taken the 
law into their own hands, and openly prostrated the weirs in the narrow parts 
of the. estuary and tidal parts of the rivers. 

We are not aware that there is any ambiguity as to the real meaning of this 
part of the Act, and the intentions of the Legislature with respect to stake-nets 
erected in places less than three-fourths of a mile broad ; but as it involves 
questions of legal construction, and frequently property of large amount and 
value, either to individuals, or large portions of the public exercising the 
common right of fishing in the tideway, it is of great importance that the case 
should be settled by. competent authority. 

The local societies, formed with laudable zeal to protect the fish in their 
almost defenceless breeding-places, and otherwise to enforce the provisions of 
the Act, complain that however palpable the necessity for protection, and 
however strongly urged by the most intelligent and zealous of their acting 
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members, they cannot procure, by voluntary subscriptions, sufficient means 
effectually to carry out this most useful object. . r , 

Many suggestions have been made for an assessment Bill, whereby funds 
should be created for the purpose of protections which would appear to be 
most desirable, if the expense could be equitably levied upon those directly 
Sited by protection. But, there are great difficulties to be encountered 
in framing a measure to carry out such an equitable arrangement. 

The effect, however, of the close monopoly, and the prohibition against 
fishing without certain pecuniary qualifications, which existed under the old 
laws, ^and the system of reprisals they gave birth to for the destruction of 
every fish which could be taken by any means, or at any period, cannot be 
got rid of at once, nor until the people become practically aware of the benefits 
which thev may derive under the present law. n . 

It has been urged by many, that the constabulary should be relieved from 
the legal restriction contained in the Constabulary Act, which at present 
prohibit their acting at all in cases of Fishery offence, eTen f 

most injurious to the public interests. There can be no doubt that many 
beneficial results would follow from the mere fact of its being known that 
they were empowered to act, if such a permission can he given to them con- 
sistently with their other duties. . . , 

It has been a subject of complaint, that no compensation could be obtained 
for malicious injury done to fishing weirs now legally held ; it having been 
ruled by the Court, where such compensation has been sought for from the 
district, that these kind of weirs were not recognized as legal at the time ot 

passing the Grand Jury Act. , . , . . ... 

Should it he thought expedient to rectify this subject of complaint, it will 
be desirable that the protection should be only attainable for weirs erected and 
used legally, and under proper title. 

We have the honour to he 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble Servants, 
(signed) J., F. BURGOYNE, 

J. RADCLIFF, 

Commissioners for the Extension and Promotion 
of Public Works in Ireland. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

II June 1844. 
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No. i.— Map* of Ireland, showing the Districts into which the Coast has been divided, 
and principal Lakes, Rivers, and Fishery Stations. 



No. 2 Result of Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland, to 5th January 1844, 

pursuant to the 15th and 16th sections of the 5 & 6 Viet. C. 106, with the 
Number of Maritime Boundaries, and Population of each District from the 
Census of 1841 - - - - - * - - - * - P* 9 

No. 3.— Letter from Jos. W. Strangman, dated Waterford, 26th March 1844, respecting 

new Fishery Company, and Proceedings at Dunmore - - - - - p. 10 



No. 4. An Account of the Receipt and Expenditure of all such Sums of Money ns the 

Commissioners of Public Works, as Commissioners of Fisheries, have received and 
expended under the Provisions of the Act of 5 & C Viet. c. 106, for One Year, 
ended 31st December 1843 - - - - - - - - -p. 11 



* The Appendix is defective, there being no copy of the Map of Ireland, which was an origina', 
drawn, especially to illustrate the Fishery Report. 
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RESULT of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 5th January 1844, pursuant to the 15th ahd 16th Sections of the 5fh & 6th 
Victoria, cap. 106; with the Number of Maritime Parishes, Extent of Maritime Boundaries, and Population of each District, from the Census of 1841. 
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Remarks . — All vessels, hookers, wherries, smacks, and others navigated by sails, with fixed masts and rigging, ate deemed the First Class; and all yawls, 
row-boats, curraghs, navigated by means of oars, or the occasional use of sails, are deemed the Second Class. 



Coast Fishery Office, Dublin, (signed) J. Redmond Barry. 

26th March 1844. 
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— No. 3.— 

Cop's: of LETTER from Mr. J. W. Strangman to Mr. Barry. 



Waterford, 3d Month 26, 1844. 

Esteemed Friend, James Redmond Barry, . 

I have to acknowledge receipt of thy esteemed favour of 21 st instant, enclosing my 
letter of 10th month 24t\ which, in accordance with thy wishes, I nowietmn I have 
much pleasure in stating that the uncomfortable feeling and jealousy on the part rf the old 
local fishermen, seems gradually disappearing. A recent instance, as indicative ot this 
chmige 0 / opinion, I ma} mentijn. Some parties here to whom we had freely communi- 
cated the profitable nature of out fishing, and who had noticed the quantity of fish we 
caught, and also learning the high wages earned by our men, determined to follow our 
example ; and with this view they purchased a good cutter of about 42 tons (a Clontarf 
boat)f for which, with her gear, they paid 460 1. But, considering that the local fcheimen 
were sufficiently skilful, they concluded to employ none but of this description ; and among 
Those so employed, were two brothers (Whittle), who tliou must recollect as the most 
violent against us at the meeting at Dunmore, and who were, we have great reason to 
believe, principally concerned in tlie cutting of our nets. These meu consideied themselves 
to be good, experienced fishermen ; whyshouldnt they? hadnt they been at it all their 
lives 1 However, after trying their skill for about a month they found, much to their sur- 
prise and disappointment, how very deficient they were; for, whilst our men were earning 
los. to 25s. per week, they, in no case, 1 hear, exceeded 12s. On one occasion through 
mismanagement, they took only about 5 s. worth, when each of our boats had 3 Z. to 4 1. worth ; 
and at another time, when they had a good bag of fish alongside, from some awkwardness 
in getting it into the boat, the net broke, and they lost the greater portion of it. These 
repeated mishaps experimentally convinced them that it would be much more remunerative 
to all parties, owners as well as crew, to have a really skilful skipper, even though a stranger, 
than to continue the laughing-stock of the neighbourhood, m addition to the pecuniary 
loss. Thev therefore induced one of our second hands, an Englishman, with the promise 
of an additional share to go with them; and, I understand, since then they catch as much 
as our boats. 



The fishing-ground on this coast is excellent ; and, since its value has been fully ascer- 
tained, the number of boats engaged in fishing has greatly increased ; and the pier at 
Dunmore affords such superior accommodation, that it bids fair to become an important 
and valuable fishing station. At one period this year we reckoned upwards of 20 cutters, 
of 40 to 60 tons each (some from Dublin and some from Dartmouth), besides the local 
boats: and it is a remarkable, and at the same time a very gratifying, circumstance, that 
since having so many assistants in gathering this rich harvest, the quantity of fish caught 
by our boats does not diminish, but the contrary. In proof of this I may state that when 
we commenced, about a year and nine months ago, we considered 40 s. worth a good day s 
fishing ; but now, unless it produces 3/. or upwards, we look upon it as only “ so so. 

Another pleasing feature is, that the demand keeps pace with the supply ; England takes 
all the surplus prime fish, and the other descriptions are now becoming a regular portion of 
the diet of the inhabitants, and is found not only wholesome, but likewise economical. The 
cod of 12 lbs. to 30 lbs. is \d. to 1 d. per lb. ; and haddock of 8 lbs. to 14 lbs., 2d. per lb., 
is as good and cheap food as need be desired. The great value of the fishery on this coast 
has surprised many persons ; and as figures in statistics are potent arguments, I may here 
mention, in the hopes that the knowledge of it may, perhaps, have some little weight in 
inducing those in authority to foster and encourage so valuable a branch of industry, the 
produce of our boats for the half-year ending the 1st of this month ; viz. the fish caught in 
that period by boat No. 1, sold in Waterford for 217 /. 9 s. 6 c/. ; and, after deducting the 
expenses, say carriage, commission, &c., the men received HI Z. 14s. 6 d. } and the owners 
83 1 15 s. 10 <2. The gross earnings of boat No. 2, in the same period, was 180 Z. 4s. ; and, 
after deducting the like charges, the crew had 9lZ. 14s. 2d., and the owners 68/. 15s. 8 d. 
Now if the ensuing six months be as profitable, and we have no reason to suppose it will 
be otherwise, the crew of No.l will earn 223 Z. 9s., and No. 2, 183/. 8s. 4 d. in the year, 
which, divided in the accustomed proportions, will stand thus : 
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And the owners will receive from No. 1, 167 Z. 11 s. 8 d., and from No. 2, 137 Z. Us. 4 d. • 
and if we deduct 50 Z. from the earnings of each boat for wear and tear, and supposing the 
boats to cost 500 Z. each, which is considerably more than we paid for them (oneof 32 tons 
and the other 36), No. 1 will pay 23 g per cent., and No. 2, 17 £ per cent, in the year’ 
averaging 20 | per cent. And further, if we only supposed there were 20 such boats’ 
belonging to Dunmore, and I see no reason why there should not be twice or thrice that 
number, and supposing them to be. as successful as those mentioned above, there would then 
be a sum of upwards of 4,000 Z. to be divided among the crews of those 20 boats ; say 
CO men and 20 boys, not to speak of the owners’ shares, or the money distiibuted among the 
earners, helpers, basket-makers, &c., besides the annual outlay for sails, cordage, twine, 
boat-builders, &.c. &c. With these pleasing results before them, I should hope the Fishery 
Board would see the propriety and great advantage of endeavouring' to accomplish the two 
things that are so requisite, viz., to obtain the grant of a sufficient sum of money to erect 
and maintain piers, where needful, for the shelter and accommodation of fishing craft ; and 
secondly, to remove or relax the absurd restriction respecting the use of the trammel net by 
day. Upon the first point, I apprehend, it will not be necessary for me to offer any argu- 
ments, as the great advantage to fishermen to have shelter, protection, and accommodation 
for their craft is so very obvious. And although we do not require any outlay of this 
nature at Dunmore, where the accommodation is so superior, yet there are many other 
places on the coast, where the expenditure of a few hundred pounds would be most usefully 
and beneficially applied ; for example, at Slade, near Hook Tower, and at Bannow, both in 
the county of Wexford. The contiguity of these places to the Saltees, where there is . good 
cod-fishing, would render them most valuable, particularly for the trammel net. I confess 
I am at a loss to comprehend the objection to the use of this net in the day-time, and con- 
demning the parties who use it to labour only in the night season, which, in the winter 
particularly, a very profitable period, inflicts so much additional hardship, especially to those 
who shoot such nets in deep water. For, as to the assertion that this kind of net frightens 
away the fish, surely if such were really the case, it would long since have had that effect 
in those places on the coast of England, France, and Norway, where it is in constant use. 
I do hope, therefore, that the Board of Fisheries will endeavour to obtain the power of 
relaxing that absurd restriction, in all cases where they may deem it expedient ; and also 
that they will solicit Parliamentary aid for building piers. Our company have, sent forward 
a petition to one of our representatives (T. Wyse) oh the subject ; and hope it may have a 
beneficial effect. I should not omit to mention, that we have been applied to, to form 
a branch of our establishment in the county of .Wexford ; some of the fishermen there, being 
desirous of participating in the improved modes of fishing, and not having capital to begin 
themselves. If the trammel-net restriction were removed, and piers built there, it is most 
probable we should comply with their wishes ; as that and lobster-fishing are the best 
suited for that situation, Dunmore being the best for trawlers. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) J. W. Strongman. 



— No. 4. — 

AN ACCOUNT of the Receipt and Expenditure of all such Sums of Money as the 
Commissioners of Public Works, as Commissioners of Fisheries, have Received or 
Expended under the provisions of the Act 5 & 6 Victoria, c. 81, for one Year, ended 
31 December 1843. 

Received, from — 

Clerks of Petty Sessions, Fines and Penalties 
imposed under the provisions of the Act ; 
viz. 

J. Willis - - Swanlinbar - 3 Jan. 

Samuel M'Loughlin Nell - - 4 — 

William Atkins - Skibbereen - 4 — 

Thomas Connor - Balmeen - 10 — 

William Curry - Ballyshannon 18 *— 

Samuel Baker - Fermoy - 19 — 

T. M. Le Februe - Gorey - - 19 - 

William M'Sharry - Kinlough - 20 

John Wall wood - Stranorlar - 20 — 

Thomas Willis - Thomastown - 21 — 

D. Downing - - Fermoy - 21 — 

Thomas Mitchel - Parsonstown - 28 *— 

J osepli Barnett - Lismore - 28 - 

T. W. McCormick - Donegal - 28 - 
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Fines and Penalties — continued. 

John Morris - - Headford 

P. Coleman - - Youghal 

A. Cullen - - Maghera 

Warren Lee - - Mullinga: 

W. S. Courtney - Randalsti 

A. Bell - Knockdri 

William Hall - - Ballycon 

James Johnston - Old Cast 
Pat. Downing - Kilpadde 

Edward Warren - Bagnalst 
W. Courtney - - Randalst 

Samuel Baker - Ahem - 

Henry Hume - : - Mallow' 

H. Williams - - Navan - 

rr jt\ fCastletownl 

Henry O’Dwyer - | Eoche .) 

Thomas Willis - Thomast 



- Headford - 28 Jan. 

- Youghal - 1 Feb. 

- Maghera - 2 - 

- Mullingar - 2 — 

- Randalstown- 6 - 

- Knockdrin - .14 - 

- Ballyconnel - 24 — 

- Old Castle - 28 - 

- Kilpadder - 3 Mar. 

- Bagnalstown 10 - 

- Randalstown 14 - 

- Ahem - - 14 - 

- Mallow' - 24 - 



Thomas Willis - Thomastown- 10 - 

D. Downing - - Fermoy - 15 - 

Edward O’Connor - Balneen - 15 — 

William Molloy - Patrick’s Well, 21 — 

Thomas Willis - Thomastown - 21 - 

Thomas Fallon - Dundrum - 12 May 

James Butler - - Ballockmaylor,12 - 

Maurice Darney - Caher - - 27 — 

William Beatty - Linaskea - 1 July 

Richard Morrissy - Graig - - 12 - 

D. Downing - - Fermoy - 18 — 

James Coleman - Foxford - 18 - 

E. N. Barrow - Callaghane - 31 — 

James Johnston -Old Castle - 1 Aug. 

Total Fines and Penalties - 



Received, from — 

Inspecting Commanders and others, Fees 
arising out of Registration of Boats, pur- 
suant to provisions of the Act ; viz. 

Captain Currie - Newcastle - 8 Aug. 

Captain Hay - - Buncrana - 8 - 

Captain Edwin - Cove - - 8 - 



Captain Kellett 
Captain Duncan 



- Sligo - 

- Ballycastle 



Captain Skinner - Donaghadee- 8 
Thomas Green - Youghal - 15 



John Herne - 
John Bowie - 
James Dexter 
Captain Nugent 

Captain Parker 
Captain Wilson 
Captain Bagshot 
S. H. Usher - 



- Ballycastle - 15 - 

- Carrickfergus, 15 - 

- Ballybunnion, 6 Sept. 

- Belmullet - 14 Oct. 

- Waterford - 14 - 

- Dundalk - 14 - ' 

- Valentia - 17 - 

- Wexford - 24 - 



Lieutenant Penfold - Moville 

Captain Edwin - Cove - 

Herbert Clifford - Dingle - 

J. Andrews - - Killibeg 



Captain Neame 
Captain Irwin 
Captain Nugent 
William Fowler 



- Dingle - 

- Killibegs 

- Dublin • 

- Kinsale 

- Westport 

- Valentia 



- 1 Nov. 

- 10 - 

- 1 Dec. 

- 5 - 

- 7 - 

- 29 - 



Total Fees on Registration - 



Total Receipts - £. 
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Expended, viz : 

Salaries of two inspectors, one year, to 31st December . - 
Travelling and other expenses of inspection on survey 
Advertisements -------- 

Maps, charts, parcels, and other incidental payments 

Total Expenditure 





£. s. d. 


- 


500 - - 


- 


277 11 5 


- 


112 16 - 


- 


108 - 4 


• £. 


998 7 9 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
4 April 1844. 



} 



(signed) Jos. C. Walker, 

Accountant. 
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